RECRUITING TAGS
(Thanks to Marshall Goodman, ONT Manager of Membership)

The following tags provide a simple way to get a non-barbershopper singing four-part harmony immediately.  The Lead part is the easiest, so start a novice there first.  Later, he may wish to learn other parts for variety or to better match his vocal range.  In the numerical notation used below, “8” is the tonic (Bb in all of these tags), and “1” is the tonic one octave lower.  The numbers “2” through “7” are the notes of the major scale in between.  A fraction (“6.5”) is simply a half-step higher than the note indicated.  

This number system provides for easy notation and even helps you teach the tags.  For example, when teaching “In Dixieland Where I Was Born,” take the learner/s through the scale from “1” to “8” and back a few times using the numbers instead of the words.  Then say, “OK, everybody starts on “3.”  Teach the Lead and Tenor their part and have them duet it (their notes are the same except for the last two notes).  Then do the same with the Bass and Bari (their notes are the same except for the last three notes.)  Finally, have them sing the tag using the words.  You can vary the words to make it special.  How about… “It Sure Is Fun To Sing With You!” or “We’re Glad You Came To Sing With Us!”  Enjoy!!!   
(B Flat)   “In    Dix-ie-land  Where   I
Was
Born”
 Tenor
3
4    5    6
    7
     8
   9
 10

Lead
3
4    5    6
    7
     8
   8
   8

Bari

3
2    3    4
    5
     6
  5.5
   5

Bass
3
2    3    4
    5
     4
   4
   1

(B Flat)  “We’ll  See  You
A – gain”
 Tenor
8
10
9
11    10

Lead
8
 8
8
 8       8

Bari

8
6.5
6
5.5     5

Bass
8
 5
4
1.5     1

(B Flat)   “Mar-lene,    Li – ly      Mar – lene”
 Tenor
  ---------        9   10
 11      10

Lead
  5      8         (Starts tag & holds)
Bari

  ---------        6     6         5.5       5

Bass
  ---------        4     3
   2         1

