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Dear Friends,

Thanks for the nice letters about “After Class.” We were very
proud of our first effort in that it showed the mixture of technique
and excitement that we try to achieve in every performance. We
see a record album as a mirror of our musical taste, which is the
reason we're anxious for you to hear our most recent recording,
“The Older...The Better.” If you're a connoisseur of barbershop
harmony, we think you'll appreciate how we've grown. You'll
notice the influence of other great quarlets, and of contemporary,
country and gospel music.

You'll hear the story of “Biff the Purple Bear” and our rendi-
tion of the 40's hit, “Java Jive,” as well as “pure” barbershop from
three different decades. This album is just now being released...
but you'd better hurry! We'll only be singing together for another

BLUEGRASS STUDENT UNION

Mail Check/Money Order to:  NAME
BLUEGRASS RECORDS

ADDRESS .
P.O. Box 34324
Louisville, KY 40282 ey STATE___2IP
() Indicate Cholce &-Track Casselle | LP Record SR ; 3
[:] stribution, sale, or adver-
ThaiOicer Tha Baller sueuzrwieSau0a. tising of unofficial recordings is
Alter Class ..o os vv s animinig §700 ea” not a representation that the con-

* Includes postage/handling Add $1.50 for Canadian Orders tents of such recordings are ap-

propriate for contest use.
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Convention
Left-Overs

Many Barbershoppers and their fami-
lies responded to the invitation of WDIV
-- Channel 4 in Detroit to appear on the
daily ““Sonya Show.” Sonya, a clinical
psychologist who interviews specialists
in a variety of professional fields, ac-
knowledged the presence of our group as
she and her guest answered questions
from the audience each day.

It was the 17th appearance on an
international competition stage for Tenor
Leo Sisk of the 1963 champion “Town
and Country Four.” He sang with JAD's
“Harmony Partners’ this year along
with his son Mike, Bill Hamilton and Al
Kolesar. Leo has accomplished this
feat (competed 17 times) with five
different quartets!

One seat remained vacant at the
contest sessions this year in honor of
long-time Barbershopper Al Patch from
the Sarasota, Fla. Chapter. Al, who would
have been 100 years old this year, died in
May. He had already purchased his con-
vention registration and it was decided
to leave the seat vacant in his honor.

Fifteen Barbershoppers were trapped
in an elevator at the Book Cadillac Hotel
for an hour and a half on Wednesday
afternoon. They didn’t even have enough
room to sit down. The real tragedy,
though, was that they didn’t have either
a bari or a tenor in the group. (None the
worse for the wear from their ordeal,
they were given a free dinner by the
hotel management.)

One of the busiest quartets during
the week was the “Accuchords” from
the Clearwater, Fla. Chaper. The four-
some included such notables in their
midst as former Society employee Bill
Otto, 87. Other “youngsters’ were Mark

Roberts, 81; Milton Freet, 73; and the
baby of the group, Bob Jarvis, 67.

The youthful “Harrington Brothers”
literally took the convention by storm.
They not only took a giant step to tenth
place finalists their first year, but also
brought the entire Cobo Hall audience
out of their seats with one of their ex-
citing singing performances. They also
helped the champion “‘Chicago News”
on their way to the top. It seems that
Bass Tom Felgen needs to shave about
every two hours, and when he showed
up for one of the contest sessions with
a bit of “five o'clock shadow,” it was
one of the young Harringtons who
loaned him a brand new razor just mo-
ments before the quartet went on stage.
Incidentally, Tom is the new contact
man for the new champs; his address
is 18W161 Lowell Lane, Villa Park,
1. 60181.

Many will recall the traffic jam-up
which slowed the “Saturday Night
Show” crowd as they returned to the
Detroit Plaza. It seems the tunnel traf-
fic was coming through the stop sign,
and on the other side of the street,
another throng of people was trying
to get to the Ethnic Festival. Two police-
men were trying to control the crowd
and keep traffic moving. About a thou-
sand or more Barbershoppers were
being held at the light waiting to cross
the street, and with so much traffic
trying to get in and out of the tunnel,
the pedestrian traffic was being held
back by the police. Finally, one of the
officers, in a rather loud voice, asked,
“Aren’t there any singers here?” The
answer was almost a roar: “Yes!” And
then he said, I want to hear ‘My Wild
Irish Rose” (obviously an lIrish cop).
With that, a pitchpipe sounded and the

Louisville Director Jim Miller enjoyed posing
with the "Chordettes,” a famous foursome
many veteran Barbershoppers will remember,

entire crowd broke into what sounded
like well-organized four-part harmony.
The policeman stood in the center of
the street directing the traffic with one
hand and “My Wild Irish Rose” with the
other. Listeners liked the spontaneous
concert and asked for another . . . and
the singing crowd responded. The police
officer was enjoying himself so much he
didn’t want to let anyone leave.

In addition to the usual assortment of
lost items found in Cobo Arena after the
various performances, Gary Parker (1973
champion “Dealer’s Choice’’ bass known
as "Dipstick Parker’” on his convention
badge) managed to lose his badge and
lapel pin on three separate occasions.
Each time they were returned. The usual
collection of binoculars, glasses and such
were found. Unusual items included one
man'’s left shoe and one woman's right
shoe. Can’t imagine how these people
managed to get home with only one shoe.

The Mass Sing on Friday morning,
always a convention highlight, seemed to
reach an exciting new high this year.
Under beautiful skies, a large crowd of
singers and observers gathered as a plane
and helicopter hovered above towing
special banners, (proclaiming the North-
eastern and Ontario Districts’ represent-
atives), marching bands performed and a
Detroit fireboat presented a unique water
display.

The wedding ceremony portion of
the “Sound of Concord’s” performance
on Saturday afternoon almost didn't
come off. Three of the principals were
involved in an accident when Lead John
Braden, piloting a chartered plane, lost
power on take off and crashed just off
‘the end of the runway. Three shaken
chorus members walked away safely to
book airline passage. Fortunately the
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only visible damage was a black eye to
Tenor John Felten. What a happy ending!

It was a surprised “Schmitt Brothers”
quartet greeted by the Institute’s Marilyn
Knoffloch at the very end of the Sunday
morning church service. Marilyn took
part in the service to present the 30-year
champion ** Shmitts” with certificates of
appreciation for their efforts over many
years in behalf of the Institute. (The
collection at the church service each year
is turned over to the Institute.) Certifi-
cates were presented later to Fathers
John and Leo Schmitt, priest brothers
of the quartet, who have also been a
part of the services for a dozen or more
years.

We've never been able to figure out
why, but somehow the chorus trophy
almost always manages to be missing
when it's time to “‘change hands” each
year. Detroit was no exception. Qur con-
vention photographer used the trophy
with the choruses in the afternoon, but
then it seemed to disappear. (Each chorus
has its picture taken with the trophy so
that the champion chorus doesn’t have to
have another photo taken.) The Scar-
borough “Dukes of Harmony’ claimed
they'd turned the trophy over to the
Louisville “Thoroughbreds,” and Louis-
ville said that the ‘‘Dukes” still had it.
You can imagine the frantic search that
went on at Cobo trying to locate the
trophy during the Saturday Night Show.
Finally, it was found in the room with
the recording equipment. The gal working
with the convention photographer knew
that someone would be looking for it, so
she placed it in the supervised recording
room where she was sure it would be
safe. And it was, but not until a lot of
people got involved and a lot of perspira-
tion had begun to flow. It was a happy
ending to another “trophy"’ story, but we
expect there’ll be more in years to come.

vocalist, lyricist, and songwrlter

The 1984 MUSIC CITY SONG FESTIVAL 1
WIN CASH PRIZES :

Name: 1
Address: _ EEE— I
Cay 1
1

State oy I

For information
Send to: MUSIC CITY SONG FESTIVAL
P.O. Box 17999

Nashville, Tennessee 37217

OR call 1-800-251-1791

e |

I
|
|
I
|
I
1
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LARRY SPURLOCK JIM FLYTHE BILL MANDEVILLE BOB WELLS

OUR QUARTET
IS PLAYING
YOUR SONG

When you call Tropic
Formals Ltd., you'll
deal directly with
the warehouse
manager. We answer
e a choice of thousands of 1 S your questions, take
different new and used tuxedos your orders, tell you anything
® low wholesale prices you want to know about Tropic
e individual rentals from $23 to Formals Ltd.—the largest chain
$45 (special prices for larger of formal wear warehouses—
groups) and our exclusive famous Palm
e and prompt, personal service Beach Formal Wear. Just give
from a guy who wants to give us a toll free call. It's to your
you a deal advantage.

THERE'S ONLY ONE.

There's plenty of formal
wear companies from
which to buy tuxedos for
your group. But when
you want:

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST  PACIFIC NORTHWEST ~ CENTRAL STATES  ATLANTIC COAST
LARRY SPURLOCK JIM FLYTHE BILL MANDEVILLE BOB WELLS

LA AREA 415-791-6495 312-860-1700 904-372-4140

213-873-2663 IN STATE IN STATE IN STATE
VALLEY 800-972-0670 800-042-1056 800-342-5369

213-994-9982 QUT OF STATE OUT OF STATE OUT OF STATE
IN STATE 800-227-0780 800-323-1734 %333332385

800-272-3231 §74-

OUT OF STATE A\

800-423-3055 N

FORMALS LITD.

THE HARMONIZER /SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER /1981

31



New
Chapters

STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO . . . On-
tario District . .. Chartered July 29, 1981
. . . Sponsored by Oakville, Ontario . . .
34 members . . . Bob Steven, 15 Randall
Ave., Stoney Creek L8G 1W4, President
. . . Murt Slattery, No. 902-40, Harris-
ford St., Hamilton, Ontario LBK 6N1,
Secretary.

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI Dixie
District Chartered July 29, 1981
. . . Sponsored by Tuscaloosa, Alabama
.« . 33 members . . . Lucian A. Ward,
Jr.,, 141 Maple, Columbus, Mississippi
39701, President Hans R. Kask,
Rte. 7 Box 318, Columbus, Mississippi
39701, Secretary.

DEADLINE NOTICE
February 1, 1982 is the deadline
date for receipt of bids for the
1986 International Convention. For
further details, contact: Burt Sch-
indler, Director of Communica-
tions.

Bargain
Basement

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE a part of the
fastest growing community in the country?
Well, this is it: the Fort Myers, Fla, Chapter
is looking for a qualified musical director to
lead our chorus of 45 men of all ages. We have
a very ambitious administration and a very
strong music committee to assist the director
in his duties. For more information contact:
C. R. Couse, 354 E. N, — Phone: (813) 997.
4730.

WE NEED VESTS — A new chapter forming
in Charlotte County, Fla. is interested in pur-
chasing vests for our chours, We prefer blue
in color, and vests made of a lightweight
material. We need 40 to 50 in various sizes.
Please write Ernest R. O'Brien, Pres,, P.O.
Box 804, Punta Gorda, Fla. 33950,

MOVING TO FLORIDA? Come to beautiful
little Naples, a great place to sing. Contact:
Jim Davenport, Public Relations Director,
Naples Chapter, 172 Pebble Beach Bivd.,
Naples, Fla. 33942 — Phone: (813) 774-3544,

WE BUY AND SELL vintage phonographs
with horns, out of print LPs, 455 and 78s,
barbershop albums, jazz, sheet music, piano
rolls. The Olde Tyme Music Scene, 915 Main
St., Boonton, N.J. 07005, Closed Mon., Tues.
— Open rast of week — Phone: (201) 335-5040.

PITTSBURGH CONVENTION
REGISTRATION ORDER BLANK

We're
The
One!

There is only one official supplier of Society
merchandise. It is the International Office in
Kenosha, Wis.

*Owned by S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.

*QOperated by S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.

*For S.P.E.B.S.OS.A.
That's right. Totally owned by Society
members but operated for them. Controlled
by the Society’s board of directors and
executive committee.

All income above the cost of operation is
used by the organization for the benefit of
Society members — not as profit to any
individual.

The Society has exclusive right to use the
name, its initials or emblem. Don’t be
mislead by others using these distinctive
identification symbols without authority.
Remamber, if it's not from our Inter-
national Office in Kenosha, Wis., it's not
official. You can get an official catalog from
your chapter sacretary.

conventinn

CITY. STATE, PROVINCE POSTAL CODE If your address changes before convention,
please send o special nolice 10 SPEBSQSA CON
VENTION OFFICE

53141
Make checks payable to “SPEBSQSA." Registrations are transferable but not redeemable.

BOX 575 KENOSHA Wi

| hereby order registrations as follows: DALE
$
QUANTITY RATE TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED
T INSTRUCTIONS
>_ ADULT @ $35.00 $ Fill out order form and mail
=1 i 3
0 TR with payment to: SPEBSQSA, e
—— (UN‘(;ER) @ $20.00 $ PO Box 575, Kenosha, Wis.
0 53141
4= TOTAL TOTAL = 2 - : i
5 G R AT BT 5 Registration Fee includes: Re- BY
sarved seat at all contest
= TICKETS AND BROCHURES MAY BE SENT VIA UPS: THEREFORE A STREET sessions; registration badge (i- D D D
2,  ADDRESS IS PREFERABLE IF UPS IS NOT CONVENIENT FOR YOU, PLEASE ificati ici cC L_JCASHL JCHECK.
<o CHECK HERE : dentification at all official
0z events); souvenir program and
NAME
o. shuttle-bus service. HBTES
(18] Registration tickets and e vent information will
(¥5) STREET ADDRESS be sent in the Tirst weeks of Apnil prar 10 the
L
d
B.

(;FOR OFFICE USE—I
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medy With Class

e A refreshing change of pace

for Barbershopping audiences.
 Veterans of over 250 Barbershop shows.

We Guarantee...

Yes, guarantee to truly entertain
your audience with a unique
combination of harmony, comedy
and rhythm.

This comedy quartet also sings 'em
andrings ‘emin a fresh
and professional style.

e furied 4

QUARTET

Contact: George Stybr

1119 Elizabeth Court
Jollet, Illinols 60435

815/741-0368

Are you contemplating a move to the
Sun Belt? Have you considered relocation
in the third fastest growing city in the
United States . . . El Paso, Texas?

The past international chorus cham-
pion Border Chorders are seeking an
energetic, enthusiastic, and charismatic
director to guide our existing leadership
team and ambitious membership toward

enrichment and fulfillment in our bar-
bershop hobby.

For more information about your op-
portunities in the great Southwest,and a
chance to boast about your accomplish-
mentsasa chorusdirector, please contact:

Artie Dolt Bob Calderon
6437 Los Robles Drive OR 635 De Leon

El Paso, Texas 79912 El Paso, Texas 79912
915 - 584-9374 915 - 584-9765

Side One
THE NOW SIDE 4
If You Could Read My Mind &
“Sing"- Medley v
Dream a Little Dream of Me TODAYS & ‘\
The Three Bells FAVORITES |

Have a Little Talk with Mysslf 3
Danny Boy / ,‘“i

Side Two 7
THE THEN SIDE i
Lida Rose
Glow Worm
Paper Uoll
We Three
Blue World
You, You, You
(The Naughty Lady of Shady Lane
Tumbling Tumblewzeds
Cool Water
Moments to Remember
Lida Rose ... Reprise

YESTERDAYS CLASSICS
songs as sung by the...
MILLS BROTHERS
FOUR FRESHMEN
INK SPOTS
FOUR LADS
AMES BROTHERS
SONS OF THE PIONEERS

il oeye RG]
AL PR INESY
\

Buleonlyw
INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS?0F COURSE ! Single record albums or tapes — $7.00; any two — $13.00 total;
three to nineteen — $6.00 each; teenty albums or tapes — $100.00 total. YES THATS RIGHT — 20 units -
only $100.00 tatal. Please allow three weeks to four weeks for delivery.

Please send me the following albums and/ or tapes (postpaid), Canadian orders add $1.50. Checks payable to
EMPORIUM RECORDS, 1425 No. Innsbruck Drive, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55432,

Name

Street

City. State Zip
8 TRACK

CASSETTE

NOW AND THEN (latest releass)
RISE 'N SHINE

RIGHT FROM THE START
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