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SUMMAI1Y OJ.' OI'EUATIONS 01,' SI~t;BSQSA (intunlll'io",~')

FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY I, 1952 to JUNE 30, 1953

HEVENUI-::

PH Capita Tax received rrom members (exclusive or Hal"moni:ter subscrlptions) __

The Harmonizer:

}o'us received rOI' chartering chapten •• _
Fen received for quartet reKlslrRtlolI ••• • __ • _

Sale of SULlpliu, Music, Bookt, ('Ic.
Total Salea ••• __ • ._•• $42,464.91

Less actUll1 cost or the goods sold 26,678.63

Balance to nllll!)' to general overhead costs or olleratlon • __
Uennue derived from Detroit Convention __ • _
Mis('ellaneous )nCOme • ••• _

(2,123.96)

1,240.00
810.00

16,786.34
19.161.85

1,483.99

$98,419.22

$61,601.00

$24,692.10
119.10

7,811.69

$32,622.94
35,346.90

$ 2,723.96

Subscriptions received from members • • _
Miscellaneous, extra copies, etc. _
Advertising • __ • __ • • _

'I'otnl Hal"moni:tCI' Revenue ._
Less cost or publishing and disll'jbuting Harmoni:ter • .

Be a Chorus Director"

They line lip and face right and left.
One man has a twitching trouser leg
that shows the audience he is ready
to bolt without notice. The big guy in
the back 1·0''l.. has got to scratch his
nose, come wl11\t may. Two in the
front row know doggone well that
their bow ties are crooked and their
mental sull"el'ing shows in their faces.

Continued

You wondcr if all this work is neces·
sary, eh? Have you watched a chorus
when the walk-on is in order? If the
boys had striped suits ani what would
they remind you of? '1' len someone
in the back row whispers, "Say
cheesell

, and the smiles light up and
die right down as the sordid realiza­
tion of what they are up against over­
whelms them again.

Everybody is nervous and jittery. "So
this is the way you feel when you
take that last walk, and face the
newspapermen just before they strap
you in the chair" is what they seem
to be saying.

Jo;XPENSF.S:

Eli:jll'llse of MAintaining Inlulll\tiollAI Oni('e
Snlaries of employees • •• __

Rent cost of equipment Rnd its maintenance, upkcep of office, fuel,
light, dl'nnlllg lIer\'ice, etc., Rlid office supplies • _

Taxes, leKul fees, Insurunce, bond. audit, lind accounting (cello __ • _

$43,454.83

13,202.40
3.628.69

With this aura of despair and gloom
saturating their every thought, and
gnawing at their vitals, the chorus
sounds a B flat, takes a deep breath
and breaks out into some such title
as "I'm laff, laff, laffing--come along
and laft' with me." And the director
takes them right over the top and into
the trenches, game to the core. What
would we do without them? (No, no,
don't answer. If any of my director
friends read this, I'm only engaging
in a bit of chaffing.)

Other Costs of Various Servinl Itendered 10 Diltri('ts, Chapters, Members

Printing, poslnge, mimeograllhin". shhlJling. including all Int'l Com-mittee eli:llenSe for nOOve _. _
'J'clcphonc and Telegrnph _•• _. • __ • __ • _
Travcl expense or members or lnt'l Otnce Stnff __ •• •• _

Stenognll,hic CXllense, DOslAge, phone elllls, wires, ll'AVel for oRkcn
other than Int') SeCI'etary • _

Membershh> Record Depnrtment • __ • _
Other eXllellses not classified _

TOTAL EXPENSES _
NET INCOME TRANSFERRED TO NET WORTH OF SOCIETY. _

17,299.18
2,106.99
4,280.40

$60,185.92

28,741.51

2,886.01
5.192.60

992.01

$93.698.22
$ 4.821.00

99-1.51

1.266.17
13.674.99
16,905.00

79,1-17.97

52,079.97

29,937.1-1

16.29-1.9-1

13.674.99

$111,987.6-1

$111,981.6-1

32.159.80
19,920.17

12,674.99
1,000,00

605.10
-10.51
45.48
54.05

2-1-1.31

7-1.326.91
4,821.00

10,828.10
4,885.44

581.40

$ 2-10,33
26,843.92

2,428.40
420.00

}>t;HMANENT j.'UND ASSETS:
Res{'l'\,e Jo'und (U. S. Gov'l Donds) _~ ._•• • _
Reserve j.·und (Cash in SIICC. Acct.) _

SPECIAL "'UND ASSETS:
Cash in 81)('C, llIdg. Fund Acet. •• _•• ~ _
U. S, BOlllls in Bldg. Fund Aeel. _

JNVENTOHY:
~ul)I)lies (Cost) _
Music (Colt) ••• _
I U Yen:' IIIstorie5 •• • _

'1'O'l'A [, ASSETS • __ • • _

LIAB1LITJI~S:

Accounts Pn)'llble-Mis('. _. _
Building Fund ~ _
AdVflllce Pll)'ment Pel' Capilli To,.; ._. • ~

N El' WORTH 7·1-52 • _
NF.'1' INCOME 12 MOS. ENDING (i-aO-53 • _

'I'O'I'AI, LIAml..)'I'IE~ & NEll' WORTH ••• _~_

STATEMENT 010" FINANCIAL CONDITION sPJo~nSQSA (lnterlll.tional) ll.!J of JUlie 30, 1953

ASSETS

WOHl<lNG ASSETS:
Petty Cash _
Cash in Dnnk • • _
ACc<lunts ltecC'ivnb)e _
Pl'el'nid '1'r(\\,el • • __ • _. ••• _

"Pel'haill-; 110 cooperative ell'ort brings
men into closer rapPol't than n vocal
quartet. . Il

"THE ABOMINABLE FIFTH"
IS NO NEW THING

l< Any and every spare moment was
seized to 'render a chune' ... When,
as rarely occurred, some crass out·
sider made bold to add his voice to
the sacred foul', he was extended all
the hospitality that the Budapest
String Quartet might accord a banjo
player .. ,

Both Stedman Rohn, Ludington, Mich­
igan Chapter and Alex l\IcDonough,
Secretary·1'reasurer, Ak - Sal' - Ben
Chapter, Omaha, sent in tcar sheets
of an article written by George l\Ial­
colm-Sn1ith in "Protection ll

, house
organ of 'fhe Travelers Insurance
Company.

Malc~lm-Smith, who is stationed in
Hartford, Conn. and ought to be a
member of SPEBSQSA, if he isn't,
wrote in part: fl••• Nobody knows
precisely how the Kate Noonan Four
came into being. It was one: of those
felicitous accidents by which fortune
favOl's mankind ... Foul' harmonious
spirits chanced to meet as fellow
boarders at 1\Irs. Noonan's menagc,
and there discovel'ed that their voices,
when lifted in song, blended to pro·
duce a unique quality ...
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(fOR THE ANSWERS, see PAGE 57)

DISTRICT CONTESTS SCHEDULE
DISTRICT
Central States
Dixie
Evergreen
Far Westcm
JIIinois
Indiana-Kcntllcky
Johnny Appleseed
Land 0' Lakes
I\'Iichigan
Mid-Atlantic

Northeastern
Ont.ario
Seneca Land
Southwesterll

SEPTE!vIBER, 1953

DATE
October 17
Not yet determined
November 7
November 14
October 3-4
October 10
October 17
November 6-7
October 17
OctoQ.CI' 17·18

October 3
Octobcr 24
Octobcr 24
November 14

LOCATION
Pittsburg, Kansas
Not yet determined
Portland, Oregon
Pasadena, California
Aurora, Illinois
Indianapolis, Indiana
Washington, Penna.
Grecn Bay, Wisconsin
Lnllsing, Michigan
New York, New York
(co-sponsored by Areas 1­
2-3)
New Bedford, Mass.
Sal'l1ia, Ontario
Penn Vall, New York
Wichitn Falls, Texas

!lED FACED EDI'fO!l
This paragraph should follow the first
paragraph of liThe Way I See It",
next page.

By this time, July 3·4-5, '41, Carroll
Adams was already a veteran in the
three year old Society. In August '39
several Michiganders, including How­
ard. Tubbs, Joe Wolff, Ed Schwoppe,
and Glenn Shields, had organized the
first Michigan Chapter, Detroit. Car·
roll had gotten wind of it, attended
the third meeting, and was active
from then all. His first major job was
in promoting SPEBSQSA's first state
association which got under way in
January, '41, with all foul' parts har­
monizcd, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lan­
sing and Flint. The third national
presidency was not in the hands of
H novice at administration.



by Deac Marlin

~u~li~h:" d;tn':tl~ttt~Uda::ili
your rlQht 10 say II:'

AI/rib/ded fo Voltoire. 1694·/778

My contacts with Carroll
were constant from his
presidency, through the for­
mative period, and during
the years when I edited the
Harmonizer. I have never

"known such whole-hearted
devotion to a job, and I've
rambled far enough to have
had some opportunity to ob­
serve. I know his personal
sensitive side and his ad·
ministrative self which at

times evidenced determination to get
the main job done for the membership
though it necessitated what some
member, interested in some small part
of the over-all, might cOllsider u tem­
porary brush-off.

I heard with great satisfaction the
decision of the Board to furnish em'·
ro)) a retirement income which 'under
membership conditions t hat seem
fairly stable nowadays will cost each
of us about 15 cents a )'ear. The tot­
tering members of the Decrel)its (for­
mer Int'l Board members), in which
intra-Society organization I am ap·
proaching seniority too darned fast,
also raised a tidy sum for Carroll
which carries with it the l'espect and
affection for the Adams we knew.

It would be impossible to set down
the Adams "visions" that fused with
others, then became concrete and are
now built so solidly into the Society's
structure that they have lost identit)·
and are accepted as a natural part
of the whole. Some of them were con­
tributed when Carroll was working
for love of it. Then he went on }>art­
time, and became full· time Int'l Sec.
in 1944. At first, National h.q. was
in the Adallls home. Records and ma·

terials overflowed the space
ass i g ned to them and
splashed over the entire
house. An infestation of
harmon~ bugs, likely to
break lllto 3% harmony
parts at any hour of the 24,
was too apparent there too
often.

But in 1946, when the So­
ciety rented headquarters at
18720 Grand River Ave.,
Detroit, Scc. Adams and
wife Frankie were seldom
home. Days, nights, holi­
days, Sundays, were about
the same in that ceaseless
push toward improved or­
ganization and maintenance
of higher standards. He was
called a "slave-driver" of­
ten, invariably with the
l'eservation that he drove
no one on the Boaw!; in the
chapters, in the office or
elsewhere in the Society as
hard as himself.

tion for quick expansion under suc­
ceeding administrations such as has
not been equalled by a comparable
group elsewhere. I can't l'efer to
Adams as the fulcrum beclIuse a ful·
crum is static. Perhaps a muster con­
trol meshed' into the intricate working
of the entire machine would be better
At times CalToU and Hal (and I)
disagreed over f1what's best for the
Society" but that was not unusual
when other men of convictions often
went to bat for their ideas of "what's
best" for the' beloved organization.
(A program resembling Hal's House
of Delegates idea of 1943 went into
effect in '53 at Detroit. 'l'he Societ:.'
wasn't }'Cady for it when first \,ro~
posed, and hasn't been until now,

evidence. The fact that we came
through that formative stage is due
to the initial push of the zealots of
'39-'40·41, followed by the fortuitous
Adams-Staab combination when Hal
Staab succeeded CalToll as president
while Adams became national secre·
tary. A principal asset possessed by
both of them was the "vision" backed
by ability to weld Boards and mem­
bership of that era into units whose
almost fanatic labol's built a founda·

At lert, Bob IInCer, successor to Int'l Sec')' Cnrroll P. AdRJlU­
Adnl\\l at right.

"Keep America Singi"ng"
(the history) says: -Adams
accepted the Society's man­
date with the knowledge
that he would be lucky if.
during one ShOl·t yea1', he
could uncover the appl'oxi­
mate length and breadth of
the Society ... Five days
after Adams became }H'esi­
dent, he told the Chicago
chapter: 'Up to now we
h a v e contented ourselves
with good times-no';" the
country looks to us to do
things-we must have lead·
el'ship, money, and more
chapters' . . . He believed
that by the end of his ad­
ministration the Society'S
finances would allow it to
launch a Jlational quarterly
IHlblication and employ a
full-time secretary at a na-
tional headquarters. 'We
must catch the vision and
go to work' ... The vision
included l'evisioll of the constitution,
written by him only in January to
meet new conditions ... It encom­
passed magazine articles, song Rr·
I'angements, a rostcl' of cha\>ters and
the multiplication of act 1 V i tic H
through committees wrestling with
development and organization".
All this merely hints at the magni­
tude of the job faced by the third
president and the accomplishments
since "the Society, organized in the
State of Oklahoma, operated in vari.
ous states of total confusion".
In recent years, I have heard the
statement: . "Carroll Adams is the
Society". Such comment is either with­
out knoWledge or consideration of the

This is about Carroll Parker Adams.
At the International in Detroit, the
Adams' }'etircment was discussed al.
most as often as how-I-picked-12·out·
of-the-15, or why-I·disagrce-with-thc­
decisions. though little of that came
to my ear, now that the category
system of judging has evolved and has
proved itself to the majority of mem­
bers. The first judicial categories and
Curroll Adams came into the Society's
national attention in 1941 at Si.
Louis where "Doc" Rath-
ert. second presidcnt. hand-
ed' us sheets for judgin,
"Harmony and B len d' ,
"Song Selection and Orig­
inality", and "Stage Pres­
entatIOn". each judge
marking each contestant in
all thl'ee categories, and
where we elected a Michi­
gan man named Adams as
national president. Hlnter­
national" was beyond even
Owen Cash's dreams then.
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KEYE (COLUMBUS) OHIO AND NEW BEDFORD, MASS.
JUCT SUCCESSFUL HIGH SCHOOL QUARTET CONTESTS
ITONES, from the Ohio

State ,;:)\;....,01 for the Blind, all seniors,
won Buckeye Chapter's 3rd annual
High School Barbershop Quartet Con­
test on April 25, 1953, at Bexley High
School Auditorium.

'fhe MARI'fONES plan to use their
$200 Scholal'ship Award for first place
to continue their musical training and,
if possible, obtain some barbershop
arrangements printed in BrAille.

Closely following the champs were the
NORTHERNAIRES, hom North
High School, winning $100 scholar­
shil> for 2nd place; the SHAVERS
from East High School, third; ME­
TEORITES from 'Vest High School,
fourth; and the HAPPY HARMO­
NIZERS from North High School,
fifth.

More than 15 High School quartets
were originally entered, with 12 actu­
ally singing, to a large house. All
ticket sales were handled by the Down­
town Lions Club of Columbus, co­
sponsors of the contest, and all profits
went to their annual Sight-Saving
program, as a 100% charitable proj­
ect.

The Contest was judged on SPEB­
SQSA judging standards. Chairman
of Judges was Past In1'l V.P. George
H. Chamblin, B u eke y e Chapter.
Others on the Judges Panel were
Carl and Claude Lang, of the Dayton
Chapter, members of past Interna­
tional Finalists JOLLY FELLO'VS;
Bill Oursler, - Saginaw, Mich., mem­
ber of past Michigan Champs, the
BARONS OF HARMONY: Paul E.
"Snook" Neal, Columbus j Al Szabo,
Elyria, Ohio, Chapter.
The 1953 Contest was co-chairmanned
by Morton R. Cook and Kenneth R.
Evans, under the direction of Staff
Taylor, past President, and Dr. Frank
B. Rasor, newly elected President of
Buckeye Chapter.

ANSWERS TO BAFFLERS
(See page 4BJ

1. Swallow
2. Robin
3. Nightingale
4. 'Vhip-poor-will
6. Thrush
6. Bobolink
7. Oriole
8. Bird of Paradise
9. Bobwhite

10. Alouette

Ed Stet.son, New Bedford Chapter,
writes concerning the High School
Barbershop Quar~et Contest conduct­
ed last May:
"To my knowledge, this is the finest
publicity ever received by any chapter
for a community activity. NewSpalJCl'
space alone totaled over twelve col­
umns.
"Final result.") show that it cost the
chapter about $300. This included a
$100 music scholal'ship to the winning
High School, individual engraved cups
to the winning foursome, l>1'izes for
the two runners-up and a trophy to
be held by the winning High School
for a year.
/lAlter evaluating everything, we in
New Bedfonl feel we presented as
fine a display of barbershopping at
work as could be found anywhere. The
people of New Bedford and surround­
ing communities really know the
meaning of SPEBSQSA. 'Ve plan to
make this an annual event.
III heartily l'ecommend the High
School Quartet Contest as a commu­
nity activity project to all chapters
of our Society. Maybe we should have
an International Committee for High
School Quartet Contests."

Arcadia, California Chapler used thue Itage attl at Ita IRSt
Paradt. The quartet II linglng in front of an old-hshiol1td
gral\lojlhone and the dog at ttlt (for the btllefit of )'oungtr
rtadtrs) hi the tradtlllark of the Victor Talkll1R MAChine Com-
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IlallY. In Introducing tach quartet, the MC, In(') Board Member
needle Wright, Pasadtl1a, .....ould place a four-foot record 011
the iramollhone, gi"e the handle n rtW turns and RnnOllncf', I1lt
llllnrt'et.
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12 OF THE SEMI-FINALISTS AT DETROIT
(See inside front cover for the other 13)
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INTERNATIONAL
MID-WINTER MEETING

WOOD-SHEDDING

Friday and Saturday

MORNING GLOW

Sunday A. M.

BUSINESS

FUN

ENTERTAINMENT

1954's
OUTSTANDING

PARADE
Featuring

THE VIKINGS
1953 Nat'l Champions

The BUFFALO BILLS
Fo,'mer Nat'l Champions

The ATOMIC BUMS

The GAY NINETIES

HOST CHAPTER TO

THE INTE NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MID-WINTER MEETING

NICOLLET HOTEL. JANUARY 15-16-17, 1954
AND

1954's OUSTANDING PARADE OF QUARTETS
NORTHRUP AUDITORIUM - UNIVISR51TY OF MINNESOTA

JANUARY 16th, 1954

f.,OR :tICK T'$ ARb INFORMATION W1UTf
~ M. tt. FURS1

52.U-4:J.- AVINU. S ~ M .. • MINNMPOllf 17, MINN.
l<IoIlll v....."


