






























































































































































54

T'he Harmonizer

NO.A-..

e

i
B

N

—

)

O. 7.,

v

S REBUS.

o
Y

§ WANT 45 INCHES

(FOR THE ANSWERS, SEE PAGE 57)

DISTRICT CONTESTS SCHEDULE

DISTRICT
Central States
Dixie
Livergreen

Far Western
Ilinois

Indiana-Kentucky

Johnny Appleseed

Land O’ Lakes

Michigan
Mid-Atlantie

Northeastern
Ontario

Seneca Land
Southwestern

SEPTEMBER, 1953

DATE
October 17

Not yet determined

November 7
November 14
October 3-4
Qctober 10
October 17
November 6-7
October 17
October 17-18

October 3
October 24
October 24
November 14

LOCATION
Pittsburg, Kansas
Not yet determined
Portland, Oregon
Pasadena, California
Aurora, Illinois
Indianapolis, Indiana
Washington, Penna.
Green Bay, Wisconsin
Lansing, Michigan
New York, New York
écg-sponsored by Areas 1-

New Bedford, Mass.

Sarnia, Ontario

Penn Yan, New York
Wichita Falls, Texas

RED FACED EDITOR
This paragraph should follow the first
paragraph of “The Way 1 See It”,
next page.

By this time, July 3-4-5, ’41, Carroll
Adams was already a veteran in the
three year old Society. In August ’39
several Michiganders, including How-
ard Tubbs, Joe Wolff, Ed Schwoppe,
and Glenn Shields, had organized the
first Michigan Chapter, Detroit. Car-
roll had gotten wind of it, attended
the third meeting, and was active
from then on, His first major job was
in promoting SPEBSQSA’s first state
association which got under way in
January, '41, with all four parts har-
monized, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lan-
sing and Ilint, The third national
presidency was not in the hands of
a novice at administration.




This is about Carroll Parker Adams.
At the International in Detroit, the
Adams’ retirement was discussed al-
most as often as how-I-picked-12-out-
of-the-15, or why-I-disagree-with-the-
decisions, though little of that came
to my ear, now that the category
system of judging has evolved and has
proved itself to the majority of mem-
bers, The first judicial categories and
Carroll Adams came into the Society’s
national attention in 1941 at St.
Louis where “Doc” Rath-
ert, second president, hand-
ed us sheets for judging
“Harmony and Blend”,
“Song Selection and Orig-
inality”, and “Stage Pres-
entation”, each judge
marking each contestant in
all three categories, and
where we elected a Michi-
gan man named Adams as
national president. “Inter-
national” was beyond even
Owen Cash’s dreams then.

“Kce? America Singing”
(the history) says: ‘Adams
accepted the Society’s man-
date with the knowledge
that he would be lucky if,
during one short year, he
could uncover the approxi-
mate length and breadth of
the Society . . . Five days
after Adams became presi-
dent, he told the Chicago
chapter: ‘Up to now we
have contented ourselves
with good times—now the
country looks to us to do
things—we must have lead-
ership, money, and more
chapters’ . . . He believed
that by the end of his ad-
ministration the Society’s
finances would allow it to
launch a national quarterly
publication and employ a
full-time secretary at a na-
tional headquarters. ‘We
must catch the vision and
go to work’ . .. The vision
included revision of the constitution,
written by him only in January to
meet new conditions , . . It encom-
passed magazine articles, song ar-
rangements, a roster of chapters and
the multiplication of activities
through committees wrestling with
development and organization”.

All this merely hints at the magni-
tude of the job faced by the third
president and the accomplishments
since “the Society, organized in the
State of Oklahoma, operated in vari-
ous states of total confusion”.

In rvecent years, I have heard the
statement: “Carroll Adams is the
Society”. Such comment is either with-
out knowledge or consideration of the
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by Deac Martin

'l disagres with what

ou say,

but I shall defend to the dsath

your right to say it."”

Allribuled to Vollaire, 1694-1778

evidence, The fact that we came
through that formative stage is due
to the initial push of the zealots of
’39-'40-41, followed by the fortuitous
Adams-Staab combination when Hal
Staab succeeded Carroll as president
while Adams became national secre-
tary. A Erincipal asset possessed by
both of them was the “vision” backed
by ability to weld Boards and mem-
bership of that era into units whose
almost fanatic labors built a founda-

At left, Bob Hafer, successor to Int’l Sec’y Carroll P. Adams—
Adams at right,

tion for quick expansion under sue-
ceeding administrations such as has
not been equalled by a comparable
group elsewhere, I can’t refer to
Adams as the fulcrum because a ful-
crum is static. Perhaps a master con-
trol meshed’into the intricate working
of the entire machine would be better
At times Carroll and Hal (and I)
disagreed over “what’s best for the
Society”, but that was not unusual
when other men of convictions often
went to bat for their ideas of “what’s
best” for the' beloved organization.
(A program resembling Hal's House
of Delegates idea of 1943 went into
effect in ’563 at Detroit. The Society
wasn’t ready for it when first pro-
posed, and hasn’t been until rlow.}J

It would be impossible to set down
the Adams “visions” that fused with
others, then became concrete and are
now built so solidly into the Society’s
structure that they have lost identity
and are accepted as a natural part
of the whole. Some of them were con-
tributed when Carroll was working
for love of it. Then he went on part-
time, and became full-time Int’l Sec.
in 1944, At first, National h.q. was
in the Adams home. Records and ma-
terials overflowed the space
assigned to them and
splashed over the entire
house. An infestation of
harmony bugs, likely to
break into 312 harmony
parts at any hour of the 24,
was too apparent there too
often,

But in 1945, when the So-
ciety rented headquarters at
18720 Grand River Ave.,
Detroit, Sec. Adams and
wife Frankie were seldom
home, Days, nights, holi-
days, Sundays, were about
the same in that ceaseless
push toward improved or-
ganization and maintenance
of higher standards. He was
called a “slave-driver” of-
ten, invariably with the
reservation that he drove
no one on the Board, in the
chapters, in the office or
elsewhere in the Society as
hard as himself.

My contacts with Carroll
were constant from his
presidency, through the for-
mative period, and during
the years when I edited the
Harmonizer. I have never
‘known such whole-hearted
devotion to a job, and I've
rambled far enough to have
had some opportunity to ob-
serve. I know his personal
sensitive side and his ad-
ministrative self which at
times evidenced determination to get
the main job done for the membership
though it necessitated what some
member, interested in some small part
of the over-all, might consider a tem-
porary brush-off.

I heard with great satisfaction the
decision of the Board to furnish Car-
roll a retirement income which under
membership conditions that seem
fairly stable nowadays will cost each
of us about 15 cents a year. The tot-
tering members of the Decrepits (for-
mer Int’l Board members), in which
intra-Society organization I am ap-
proaching seniority too darned fast,
also raised a tidy sum for Carroll
which carries with it the respect and
affection for the Adams we knew.
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KEYE (COLUMBUS) OHIO AND NEW BEDFORD, MASS.
)UCT SUCCESSFUL HIGH SCHOOL QUARTET CONTESTS

ITONES, from the Ohio
State sunwol for the Blind, all seniors,
won Buckeye Chapter’s "3rd annual
High School Barbershop Quartet Con-
test on April 25, 1953, at Bexley High
School Auditorium,

The MARITONES plan to use their
$200 Scholarship Award for first place
to continue their musical training and,
if possible, obtain some barbershop
arrangements printed in Braille,

Closely following the champs were the
NORTHERNAIRES, from North
High School, winning $100 scholar-
ship for 2nd place; the SHAVERS
from East High School, third; ME-
TEORITES from West ngh School
fourth; and the HAPPY HARMO-
fI;JfI]ZQERS from North High School,
th.

More than 15 High School quartets
were originally entered, with 12 actu-
ally singing, to a large house. All
ticket sales were handled by the Down-
town Lions Club of Columbus, co-
sponsors of the contest, and all profits
went to their amlual Sight-Saving
plé)g‘lam, as a 100% charitable proj-
ect.

The Contest was judged on SPEB-
SQSA judging standards. Chairman
of Judges was Past Int’l V.P, George
H. Chamblin, Bu ckeye Chapter.
Others on the Judges Panel were
Carl and Claude Lang, of the Dayton
Chapter, members of past Interna-
tional Finalists JOLLY FELLOWS;
Bill Oursler, Saginaw, Mich,, mem-
ber of past Michigan Champs, the
BARONS OF HARMONY; Paul E.
“Snook” Neal, Columbus; Al Szabo,
Elyria, Ohio, Chapter.

The 1953 Contest was co-chairmanned
by Morton R, Cook and Kenneth R.
Evans, under the direction of Staff
Taylor, past President, and Dr, Frank
B. Rasor, newly elected President of
Buckeye Chapter,

ANSWERS TO BAFFLERS

(See page 48)
1. Swallow

2. Robin

3. Nightingale

4, Whip-poor-will
b. Thrush

6. Bobolink

7. Oriole

8. Bird of Paradise
g. Bobwhite

10. Alouette

Ed Stetson, New Bedford Chapter,
writes concerning the High School
Barbershop Quartet Contest conduct-
ed last May:

“To my knowledge, this is the finest
publicity ever received by any chapter
for a community activity. Newspaper
space alone totaled over twelve col-
umns.

“I'inal results show that it cost the
chapter about $300. This included a
$100 musice scholarship to the winning
High School, individual engraved cups
to the winning foursome, prizes for
the two runners-up and a trophy to
be held by the winning High School
for a year.

“After evaluating everything, we in
New Bedford feel we presented as
fine a display of barbershopping at
work as could be found anywhere, The
people of New Bedford and surround-
ing communities really know the
meaning of SPEBSQSA. We plan to
make this an annual event.

“I heartily recommend the High
School Quartet Contest as a commu-
nity activity project to all chapters
of our Society. Maybe we should have
an International Committee for High
School Quartet Contests.”

UNIQUD STAGE SETS POR PARADE

il
‘\ e

Arcadia, California Chapter used these stage sets at its last
front of an old-fashioned
gramophone and the doﬁ at left (for the benefit of younger

of the Victor Talking Machine Com-

Parade. The quartet is singing in

readers) is the trademar!
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quarfiet.

P e

pany, In inlroduting each quartet, the MC, Int’l Board Member
Reedie Wright, Pasadena, would place a four-foot record on
the gramophone, give the handle a few turns and announce the
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12 OF THE SEMI-FINALISTS AT DETROIT

(See inside front cover for the other 13)
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INTERNATIONAL
MID-WINTER MEETING 4O MINNg 1954's
n \Z 4 OUTSTANDING
WOOD-SHEDDING %
Friday and Saturda o ¥, R o( PARADE
Y O .-‘{{f;@) B, a Featuring
i THE VIKINGS
MORBING -BLOW 1953 Nat'l Champions
Sunday A. M,
The BUFFALO BILLS
BUSINESS ;‘, ? Former Nat'| Champions
FUN . Py W S’ The ATOMIC BUMS
L o *
I'( < 9
°f Winte

HOST CHAPTER TO

THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MID-WINTER MEETING

NICOLLET HOTEL . JANUARY 15-16-17, 1954 '
AND %,

1954’'s OUSTANDING PARADE OF QUARTETS

NORTHRUP AUDITORIUM — UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
JANUARY 16th, 1954




