For our historical archives please fill out a page or two of some of the things you remember or heard about regarding the Grand Rapids Barbershop Chapter's history.  

For example; 

I heard the GLI used to last all weekend in the 40s, 50s and 60s.  

And that in 1991, we did the GLI at DeVos Hall with two International Chapter quartets on the show, Chiefs of Staff and Happiness Emporium in front of more than a thousand people.  

I know the chorus took a trip to Australia some years past.  Any stories about that?  

Any stories about our much earlier days?  

Michael Baribeau 

Webmaster@GreatLakesChorus.org 

http://GreatLakesChorus.org 

Vocal Artisans 

http://GreatLakesChorus.org/va  

This is a great way to see where we have been.. and where we have to go....

I think in 1991, the DeVos Hall show had our special guests Rural Route 4 and Chordiac Arrest.  I still have the video from that show... if I can figure out how to get it off VHS and onto DVD, I can send it for our archives.

When I first joined the Chapter in 1986, the GLC had already established quite a tradition of having the show at DeVos Hall since it opened in 1980.  If I recall correctly, we actually had 3 shows.. one Friday, and 2 on Sat... I could be wrong there.  It was quite a weekend.   We always tried to have an International Quartet Champion or at least top 5 medalist on the show as well as a comedy group of some type...  in 1991 we had both on both accounts...     My first show with the chorus was April on 1986 after having joined the chorus in March...

Shortly after 1991, we decided that between the drop in ticket sales, and cost of the Hall, it would be more cost effective to move to smaller venues.. which at that time were limited to high school auditoriums...  I know that the BOD would have loved to stay there at de Vos.. what a place.

As a side note, out here in AZ, the Phoenix Chapter has experienced the same thing over the years.  We had a 40+ year run at ASU's Grady Gammage Auditorium.  In fact, we were the longest running annual event ever at Gammage.  Then... big business took over and when we left, the year before, it cost the Chorus over $36,000 just to put on 3 shows and a tech rehearsal... time to move on....we have now had a nice relationship with the Orpheum Theater in downtown Phoenix for some time.

Keep it up boys, and again, congrats on a most awesome performance at Dist last week.

John Bloomquist

Michael,

We actually used to have it in the old Welch Auditorium which is where the Ballroom of DeVos Place now stands. It was very large and we could handle our huge audiences with 1 or 2 shows. When the Welch closed we moved to DeVos Hall and had to add a show to fit in our audience demand. Besides the cost, we decided to move to other venues as some organizations (GR Symphony, GR Opera, Broadway Theatre Guild, etc.) had a contract with the DeVos Hall that gave them priority. We would book our shows years in advance and would occasionally get bumped later.

Our afterglows back then were a show in themselves. Probably almost as large as today’s GLI. They would be held at places like the Armory.

I remember the everglows usually held at Terry Pfennig's (sp?) house which were more of a cast party. We usually left there as the sun was coming up.

Paul Slack

Gentlemen,

I haven't been around long enough to have "old memories", but from someone who lives and breathes history, I'd like to research and put something in writing about our chapter's history some day (maybe by the 75th anniversary). Oral history is alive, interesting and as valuable as the written word. Keep those stories coming in. 

Eric O'Brock

Friends,

Part of our Chapter history includes a couple of Society "firsts."  One in which I was able to participate was at the 1997 International Chorus Competition in Indianapolis, IN.  The Society rules had been changed the previous year to allow women directors, and Grand Rapids represented the Pioneer District.  It so happened that Ann Jarchow, our director that year, was the first woman director on the International stage.  I don't remember our number in the draw, but we competed just before the Southern Gateway Chorus (Cincinnati, OH) who also had a woman director that year; I remember seeing them backstage.  That was also the year that The Big Chicken Chorus (Marietta, GA) made their big splash, with a limousine driving all over Indianapolis with a red chicken waving at everyone; at the Chorus competition, their "fans" had these annoying little noise-makers that sounded like chickens clucking.  That weekend was also one of the first times that they had to suspend the Quartet Finals because of 4th of July fireworks outside; the first couple of quartets had sung, when during the next quartet, here came the sounds of "bombs bursting in air."  We all went outside to watch the display, and when we came back inside, FRED was up next.  Their first song was a parody on "L-O-V-E" ("F-R-E-D," about how they got their name). The first line they sang was, "F, means that we wait for fire-works," and got a huge laugh.

Ralph Mueller, the bari 

michael,

my history only goes back to 1979 when I joined the Chorus in July of that year.  my boss had taken us to a show the year before in the old welsh auditorium and it was full (maybe 4000 people).  A man came into my office the following year and wanted my wife to buy some signs showing office hours, messages etc.  She said he had to come back.  "Does your husband like to sing?" he asked.  Oh he sings all the time.  So Pat Warren came back, sold me some signs and invited me to a rehearsal at the old Holiday Inn on 28th St by the freeway.  He even offered me a ride.  I declined but said I'd be there.  When I showed up there must have been 75-80 guys in the room and the sound was amazing.  Someone came over, asked me what part I sang, listened when I said I didn't know, had me sing something and declared I was a lead.  Norm Peterson was assigned as my buddy for the evening.  We had a new director named Clay Shumard.  Had won a silver medal in a quartet named the Vagabonds.  That was supposed to be some kind of big deal I guess.  We did warm ups and learned a tag or two and everyone started to learn a new song and flash, 3 hours went by and I was home.   Well, I went back and continued to do so for another 31 years.   Unfortunately, Pat Warren is no longer alive.

One night at rehearsal, Terry Fenech, Chapter president, stood up and invited anyone who wanted to come to be at the next board meeting.  I went out of curiosity and it was fun to see how it worked.  They were discussing the upcoming show and said they needed an "everglow" chairman.  Would I be willing?  Sure, what do I do?  In those days there was a preglow (the night before the show) an afterglow and an everglow.  The everglow was a continuation of the afterglow because we usually got kicked out of the afterglow place at 2 am.  So, I found a place way out on S Division near 68th and set up the everglow.   About 2 am people started to show up including our guest quartets The Most Happy Fellows (1977 Champs) and The Suntones (1961 Champs).   That morning I got home at 7 am.   Other shows followed and I can remember playing basketball with Four Under Par (a comedy quartet from MAD District) at 7:30 am in Terry Fenech's driveway.   Clay had us learn IN MY BRAND NEW AUTOMOBILE and another song I don't remember to sing away the trophy in Traverse City in about 19??.  We got these full-length white coats from Valley City Linen which was owned by one of our former members

(also now deceased) and white hats of some kind to make us look like guys who drove the old fashioned cars.  We sang in the round convention hall at the Holiday Inn downtown and blew the audience away.  

Clay Shumard directed us until he retired.  He was followed by Fran Jones who took us to Seattle  in 1983 where we competed and came in last.   I got to sing with a group of barbershoppers from the Netherlands and still have a card from them I carry in my briefcase!   So many memories, so little time to write them all down.  If I think of more and have the time, I'll add to our wonderful history as a Chapter.  

Yours in Harmony,

The other Mike O

Mike O'Donnell

Michael

Seeing Mike O'Donnel's memories, reminded me of one rehearsal in the 1970s when we were at the Lexicon club, while we were well along in a song about half the men walked off the risers in unison. Someone had passed gas. Must have been a record for its odor.

Barbershopping is full of memories. It was nice to see Mike remembered one with me.

I remember singing with three Swedes at one international, the next year a Swede came up to me and said, "Hi Norman:", his wife had taped our singing the previous year.

Norman G. Peterson

Hi,

I'm no longer with the chorus, but Norm brings up a memory of mine. Both Lynn Sommerfeld, and Marty Lantinga were notorious for passing gas on the risers. When we went to international in San Antonio, they both came out of their hotel room and walked to the pool with their hair straight up loaded with mousse wearing T-shirts blasted with holes that had brown stains around them and the shirt said WHO FARTED? in big letters. It was quite the laugh.

Thank you,

Mark Garlock

Dear Editor

Your chorus notes reminded me of a couple more items from the long ago past.  I guess these were in the 1980s sometime.

I remember our warm up the day we won the opportunity to go to our first (modern times) international.

My memory says we were 94 on stage.  Some place in the recent newsletter someone mentioned 64 total on state for the recent show.  94 was fantastic.  I remember when in the warm up room our last move from a singing position to one with hands behind back, and legs spread went so fast and so uniformly that the few watching our rehearsal actually moved rapidly and with precision at our move.  It was a highlight.  I recently mentioned this to Joel Mills he remembered it too.

Another memory was of a spaghetti dinner we had at a party night, probably at the Lexicon Club.  We were told that the "price of admission" was a jar of our own made spaghetti sauce, brought to our regular weekly rehearsal.  I do not know how much sauce was received but all was placed in ONE pot and left until the spaghetti party.  I think Wally Graham was in charge of serving the spaghetti.  I and others said that THE GREAT LAKES SPAGHETTI SAUCE was the best spaghetti sauce we ever ate.  I still say the same thing, and hold it as my standard for spaghetti sauce.  I doubt it will ever be surpassed.

Some time in the late 1980s I wrote a short article for the 4Cast, titled something such as "my trip around the world with my barbershop buddies".  I calculated that traveling from Big Rapids to Cadillac and Grand Rapids for rehearsals and extra practices, plus to Michigan conventions with my buddies amounted to over 25,000 miles.  In that time we (our families) rejoiced in births, weddings (we sang at a daughter's wedding reception), deaths of close ones, retirements, that is just about every happy and sad occasion a good barbershop should have.  It was a great trip.

Long live the spirit of harmony, barbershop style.

Norman G. Peterson

Big Rapids, MI

As I remember the 4Cast was the Great Lakes Chorus newsletter, issued monthly, quarterly, etc.  Can't recall who started it, nor who the editors were, they came and went.  One was Dick  ?????   I could even be wrong about t he name of the chorus newsletter.

I started barbershopping in Big Rapids in about 1966, we dwindled in size, I directed for about two years, then we folded, and a few of us went to Cadillac.  Things were good but those of us from Big Rapids decided to transfer to Great Lakes.  

For a couple years I was chorus activities leader and had the "Quartet of the Evening" perform.  I would tell who the foursome wound be,  give them a small selection to choose from, then following break they performed.  I made certificates to give the quartet, all they had to do was add their name (I probably did that too).  Each quartet of the evening was given a unique name.   I announced to the chorus and here is "Our Quartet of the Evening, xxxxxxx".  Give them a Great Lakes Welcome.   I enjoyed my barbershop years, I guess I my membership was about 30 years. I sang with Great  Lakes at several international shows, wow!!   I dropped out after I retired, probably in about 1995.  We had been five coming to GR from Big Rapids, one died, one moved to the west coast, another moved to Florida, leaving just two to commute to Grand Rapids, eventually it was just me.   I finally found that coming home at about 10:00 solo was more than I could do, so active barbershopping left my life.

Norman G. Peterson

Michael

Certainly you may use my comments.  You may even edit to fit your comments.

I have edited several newsletters and found  that I got little help from those that received my newsletter.  

At 85 years of age I have zillions of memories and am always glad to chime in.  I started off as a tenor, then later went over to sing lead.  For a while I stood  next to Mike O'Donnell in the back row with other leads.

As you "research" Great Lakes, I think an interesting item to include is where rehearsals were regularly held.  In my time with Great Lakes we rehearsed at Lexicon Club, Elks club, and then the Theatre on Plainfield.  Where regular board meetings were held would give an even longer list.

I visited a SPEBSQSA chorus out west where they owned a large house with a number of small rooms, the smaller rooms were great for quartet and sectionals as well as special items on rehearsal night.  I remember at the Theatre in Plainfield we had a number of rooms for smaller group practice.

Individual instruction is seldom done, but not as a normal activity.

By the way I am a retired chemistry professor at Ferris State University.

Norman G. Peterson

By Derek Hatley


Among some music that Jack S gave me on Tuesday, I found the program for the 39th GLI in 1982--really fascinating.

There were 74 singers on stage including the Director, Clay Shumard (whom I never had the pleasure of meeting). Chapter President was a guy called Mike O'Donnell; Secretary--Ray Grutter; Treasurer--Fran Jones; board members--Jim Horton, Jack Schneider, Gary Branch, Bill Edmunds. There were others that I don't know. Nmmes I know among the chorus are Paul Robinson, Jay Smits, Don Borgeson, Merle Elliott, Dave Kutter (lead!), Don Philips, Paul Slack (lead!), Al Talsma, Herm Baker, Ken Harr, Mark Savage, Jim Westveld, John Baker, Don Strong, Lyle Weeks.

Featured quartets were Cincinnati Kids, Pros 'n' Cons, Accents (with a much younger-looking Jim Johnson), and Nitty Gritty Good Time Four.

The program lists a gazillion sponsors. Were these financial sponsors? Why don't we have sponsors now?


By Mike O’Donnell

I remember that show.  Chorus was down in numbers from our 93 on stage in Detroit in '81 but we had also competed in '83 in Seattle where Side Street Ramblers won and the Cry tag became famous.  Scott Brannon was the lead in the Kids and was strikingly handsome.  He met some gal while he was here who was beautiful!  Every once in a while he'd show up at the Chapter (sometimes with her in tow).  Pro's & Cons were Freddie King and his son Kevin along with Harry Williamson and I can't remember the bass's name.  I've got their album somewhere.  We had an afterglow that was atended by about 600 people at the National Guard Armory and Al Talsma (a member) put out a spread of barbeques, chips etc that was awesome.  Pro's sang a song called Mountain HIgh (I think) that brought the house down.
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Pros ‘N’ Cons - 1984 M-AD Champion




The Kids were full of energy and just ripped song after song.  I don't think they had the presence yet that the Pro's did but they still put on one heck of a show/glow.  Here is their picture.  George Gipp is now one of the most sought after Presentation coaches in our society.  He has a bronze medel but I can't remember if he got it with the Kids or not.  Have I told you about singing a song with George, Joe Connelly & Jay Gialombardo at categoy school?  Quite a hoot for me but maybe not as exciting as singing with OC Times (twice) for Robert Ryan!
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Randy Graham Soott Brannon, Seve Tracker & George Gpp





To answer Derek's question about the sponsors...since we were a serious contender to go to International we tried everything to help guys earn $ to offset their expenses.  One of the ideas was to sell ads with half the $ going into the guys travel fund.  Some guys really jumped on the bandwagon and sold lots of ads.  Others...didn't.  What's new?  

I'm trying to remember the songs we sang but I think it was the New Orleans/down south set.  I think Clay's step-son directed one of the songs while Clay sang (little Boy?)  Can't wait to see the program.  
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